THE GALLERY QUESTION
ART APPRECIATION – LEAVING CERTIFICATE PAPER
A Post Primary School Resource

You Are Made of Stardust– GEORGE BOLSTER
8TH February – 20th March 2020

Solstice Arts Centre, Railway Street Navan, Co. Meath +353 46 9092300 www.solsticeartscentre.ie

AIM OF OUR GALLERY RESOURCES:
This learning resource is designed to assist Leaving Certificate students and teachers interested in
opting for the gallery question in Section III of the History & Appreciation of Art paper. This resource
can be used in conjunction with a visit to our gallery to view any of our exhibitions throughout the
school year and this document highlights our current solo show by Irish artist George Bolster entitled
‘You Are Made of Stardust’.
The resource includes background information on Solstice Arts Centre and its current functions, as
well as an in-depth look at the exhibition, the artist, the artworks and the themes and ideas involved. It
covers the technical and curatorial requirements of the exhibition including display and layout,
lighting, signage and the gallery’s role in interpreting the exhibition for visitors.
It should facilitate students in identifying the key points to cover when approaching the gallery
question and how to assess and evaluate an exhibition in a gallery space.
A resource will be created for each exhibition and can be accessed through the website at the link
below or by contacting myself at deirdre.rogers@solsticeartsccentre.ie
We hope you find this resource helpful. We encourage feedback from schools and teachers to assist us
in developing these documents and workshops to best meet your needs so please don’t hesitate to get
in touch or book a tour for your students.
Yours,
Deirdre Rogers
Visual Arts Facilitation & Engagement Officer
Solstice Arts Centre
http://www.solsticeartscentre.ie/schools/school-resources.2643.html
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SECTION 1:
THE GALLERY QUESTION:
When sitting the Art Paper on the Leaving Certificate exam, ensure to read the exam question carefully.
Focus on exactly what you are being asked to remember and analyse in relation to the exhibition you
visited. Each year the question can be phrased differently, requiring different information in your
answer.
In general, they will ask you to consider the following areas:


Name, location and function of the centre hosting the exhibit.



Exterior and Interior architecture of the building, it’s history and its original and present day
purpose if applicable.



General facilities for visitors i.e. disability access, lighting and signage.



Title of the specific exhibit you saw and will review.



The style, scale and medium used by the artist or artists.



Information within the building and within the gallery e.g. brochures, leaflets, catalogues, maps,
labels and so on.



The layout i.e. floor plans of gallery, how the artworks are presented, how visitors move or are
directed through the space.



Display i.e. how the artworks are hung, displayed and viewed by visitors e.g. frames, TVs,
plinths, height, arrangement etc.



Lighting i.e. positioning and effects, does it enhance the work?



Programming i.e. are there workshops/talks/tours or other events programmed alongside the
exhibition.



Use of technology i.e. touch screens, interactive activities, information on gallery website.



Is there is an entrance fee for the gallery and do you need to book tickets?

After your visit to the exhibition, refer to all the above important aspects you might need to address in
your exam answer. Bring information, brochures and material from the gallery that might help you with
your answers. You can also search for reviews of the exhibition in newspapers and online to see how art
critics have analysed the show. These can be found on the web or in printed productions such as
FRIEZE, the Irish Times or Irish Art Review magazine.

SECTION 2:
INFORMATION ON SOLSTICE ARTS CENTRE
In your introduction to the gallery question include a brief, concise overview of the Solstice Arts Centre,
including its name, location, function and history.

CENTRE LEAFLETS AND INFORMATION:

General Arts Centre Information:


Brochure:



Website:



Social media:



Newsletter:

SECTION 3: THE SOLSTICE GALLERY
BACKGROUND:

LOCATION & FLOOR PLAN:

GALLERY LEAFLETS & INFORMATION:

VINYL TEXT:

LABELS:

GALLERY ESSAY:

GALLERY MAP:

LEARNING RESOURCES:

SECTION 4:
You Are Made of Stardust – George Bolster
Opening: Sat 8th Feb at 2:30pm
Exhibition continues from Tues. 11th to Fri 20th
March
(Every Tues.- Sat.
11:00am – 4:00pm)

Curated by Brenda McParland, Curator in
Residence at Solstice

STYLE:
MEDIUM:

THEMES:




EXHIBITION LAYOUT:

EXHIBITION DISPLAY/HANGING:

EXHIBITION LIGHTING:

EXHBITION SOUND:

SECTION 5:

ARTWORKS IN DETAIL

ARTWORK 1: The
Moon, McMoons,
and The Moon
Museum (2016)
Film – duration 43 minutes






DISPLAY & LAYOUT:

LIGHTING:

THEMES:




ARTWORK 2:
Our Life Mirrored by Two Suns:
Kepler 16b (2018)
Room installation - wooden frame supporting
woven jacquard

DISPLAY & LAYOUT:

LIGHTING:

THEMES:




ARTWORK 3:
You Are Made of Stardust, 2019
Suspended mobile - metal, satin, acrylic,
motors, sand & rope. Dimensions variable

DISPLAY & LAYOUT:

LIGHTING:

THEMES:




SECTION 6: ARTIST BIOGRAPHY

SECTION 7: QUESTIONS TO CONSIDER
INDIVIDUAL ARTWORK:



Layout:



Size/Format



Composition:



Art elements



Process, materials & techniques:



Context:



Display/Layout/Lighting:

ARTIST/EXHIBITION:
 Style:


Theme/Subject Matter:



Colour Palette



Interpretation / Symbolism / Meaning / Message



The Artist’s process


Sample Question:

SECTION 8: Glossary of Terms:
Composite
Contemporary art:

Context:

Curator:

Curatorial:
Established:

:
Multicultural narrative
Multidisciplinary

Narrative:
Oppositional narratives:
Purpose-Built
Thematic:
The Moon Museum:

Warp and weft

VISITING SOLSTICE:

